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Tusculum Hosts Preservation
Conference at Sweet Briar
College
In September, the Tusculum Institute
welcomed Preservation Virginia (formerly
the Association for the Preservation of
Virginia Antiquities) to campus to hold its
24th annual conference. Co-sponsored by
the Department of
Historic Resources,
the city of Lynchburg, the National Park Service, Sweet Briar
College and the Tusculum Institute, the conference featured
nationally known speakers and highlighted the College's historic
buildings as lessons learned about preserving and restoring
century-old structures on a college campus.
Jo Ellen Parker, Sweet Briar College's newly arrived 10th
president, greeted the more then 150 attendees. Later that night,
Dean Jonathan Green and his wife, Lynn Buck, hosted the group
at Sweet Briar House while President Parker left for another
conference. More photos are available on the Institute Web site.

Please consider
supporting our ongoing
efforts to restore the
Tusculum building.

Help us record
information about
275 historic
properties in
Amherst County.
See Page 2 for
more information

Descendants Clean Up the Crawford Cemetery
This fall two descendants of the Crawford family, Lionel Mitchell and his son Daniel,
pitched in to clean up the 200-year-old burial ground on the grounds of Tusculum
Plantation. When they first arrived, more than a dozen trees were growing up within the
enclosed graveyard, weeds were kneehigh and the inscriptions were obscured
by lichen. During their first trip, on a rainsoaked November day, they cleared
brush and cut some trees. They
returned in late December with more
serious equipment (notably a chain saw
and, Kevin, a family friend) and removed
several of the larger trees that grew up
among the headstones. They also
trimmed the boxwoods within the
cemetery, recorded gravestone
inscriptions, measured and recorded the
stone walls and iron fence, and
photographed construction details. Before and after photographs are posted on the
Tusculum Facebook page and the Web site.
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Tusculum Helps Manage a County-Wide Survey of Historic Properties
www.tusculum.sbc.edu/AmherstSurvey2010.shtml
In 2009 Amherst County and the Virginia Department
of Historic Resources each contributed $20,000 to fund
a survey of 275 historic
structures in Amherst County.
After a competitive process,
The Antiquaries were selected
to conduct the survey. Based
in Lynchburg, the firm includes
Amherst natives and
professional architectural historians and historians who

will spend the next several months combing the
backroads of the county, looking for previously
undocumented historic buildings. The results of the
survey will offer potential resources for understanding
and appreciating the historic importance of local history
as Amherst approaches its 250th anniversary in 2011.
The Antiquaries, LLC has set up a Web site to provide
updated information on the survey and to request input:
www.theantiquaries.com. If you have information about
historic county buildings, please contact them.

Sweet Briar Undergraduates Assist with Research
This fall several Sweet Briar
students helped the Institute
Director, Lynn Rainville, with
Tusculum-related research projects.
Wendi Harder '13 compiled
newspaper articles about early 20thcentury Amherst. Vera Schooler '12,
Jordanne Ryan '12 and Crystal
Collins '10 helped organize the
Preservation Conference.

Ryan also wrote two exhibition
reviews, one on "The Life and Death
of Daisy Williams" at the Sweet Briar
College Museum and the other one
on "Everyday Life at Tusculum"
Exhibit (on display during the fall).
She also undertook an ambitious
project to create a job handbook,
"What Do You Do With an MA in
Historic Preservation?" to introduce

students to the field of Historic
Preservati
on and
suggest
jobs and
careers in
this field.
The 15-page guide is available to
download on the Tusculum Web
site.

Virtual Preservation Toolkit to be Released in February
The Tusculum Web site includes an online Preservation Toolkit. Originally launched in the spring of 2009, funding
from the Department of Historic Resources has enabled us to enhance this resource. With essays contributed by
architectural historians, preservationists and historians at the DHR, the Web site provides information on how to
maintain and restore historic structures in Virginia. With assistance from Dominion Virginia Power, the site includes a
virtual historic house which provides homeowners with practical information on how to save energy through historically
accurate rehabilitations.
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Growing our membership
Let us know if you have friends or colleagues who might enjoy this newsletter. If you wish to continue receiving a
hardcopy of the newsletter, please contact Lynn Rainville. Otherwise future mailings will be sent electronically.

Update on Reconstructing the House
Currently we are working toward raising $2 million to reconstruct
Tusculum on the Sweet Briar campus. At left is an artist's
interpretation of the building at its new site.
If you are interested in helping us reconstruct Tusculum or in
supporting our ongoing programming efforts, please contact Heidi
McCrory, vice president for development, P.O. Box 1057, Sweet Briar
College, Sweet Briar, VA. E-mail: hmccrory@sbc.edu, phone:
434.381.6164.
Watercolor drawing courtesy of Craddock Cunningham Architectural
Partners, Lynchburg, VA.

About Tusculum Institute
Tusculum Institute is an historic preservation resource center on the campus of Sweet Briar College providing
education and outreach to students, faculty, and the wider community and region. Using the rich historic and
intellectual resources of the College, working in partnership with the Department of Historic Resources and other
agencies, the Institute supports the preservation of the region’s historic assets in a context of environmental
stewardship and promotes the use of Virginia's historic legacy as a learning resource. The institute is working with a
range of academic disciplines to deepen our understanding of Virginia's historic places
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