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Teaching with Historic Places Conference Focuses on Native
Americans in Virginia
Join us again this summer for our
annual teacher's workshop which will
be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on June
19. The classes will focus on how to
teach Native American history,
focusing on
Virginia Indians.
Speakers include
Karenne Wood (at
left, director,
Virginia Indian
Heritage Program,
Virginia
Foundation for the Humanities), Mike Barber (state
archaeologist), Marc Wagner (architectural historian), and Dee
DeRoche (chief curator, Department of Historic Resources). The
final schedule will be posted at the website listed below.
Teachers will receive a $75 stipend to participate. Other
educators, museum curators, and historic interpreters are welcome to join us as well.
www.tusculum.sbc.edu/TeachingHistoricPlaces_2010.shtml

Please consider supporting
our ongoing efforts to
restore the Tusculum
building.

Join Amherst
County in its
Centennial
Celebration
June 12, 2010
www.amherstva.gov

Virginia Preservation Toolkit Released
www.tusculum.sbc.edu/toolkit

In honor of the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, Virginia Secretary of Natural
Resources Doug Domenech announced the launch of a new website dedicated to the
preservation of historic homes and buildings — a practice that also conserves the
natural environment. The Tusculum Institute at Sweet Briar College hosts the Web
site, “Virginia Preservation Toolkit,” which it developed in partnership with the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources and
with Dominion Virginia Power. The site lays out
the economic and environmental rationale for
preservation and provides general information on
how to get started. An interactive “Preservation
House” feature is useful to anyone with an older
home. It identifies “hot spots” where energy loss
and maintenance can be a problem and offers
suggestions on how to deal with them.
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Sweet Briar Students Help Survey Historic Properties in Amherst
For the past year the Tusculum Institute has been
dispersing money to a local
firm, The Antiquaries, to survey
275 historic structures in
Amherst County. Students in
Professor Lynn Laufenberg's
course, "Building the Past,"
have been assisting the
professional historians and
architects as they locate and
documents these historic
properties. The assistants include Jennifer Will '13, Lilly
Purvis '13, Valerie Mitchell '13, Sarah O'Brian '13, and
Danielle Hall '13. In addition Bob Carter's spring intern,
Martha Kemp '12 joined the group in the field.

The students quickly picked up on local architectural
styles and helped the surveyors identify building types.
Mitchell said that the one-on-one work with her
classmates allowed her to really get to know her peers.
"At lunch each group swapped stories and shared what
had happened during the day," she said. "It was just a
nice sense of companionship not generally felt in a
classroom setting." And Will was able to use her
architectural knowledge to identify the different
historical and regional influences of the houses.
Visit The Antiquaries website, www.theantiquaries.com
for updated information or to participate in the survey.
The survey will be completed in the summer of 2010
and the results will be made available to the public.

Online Architectural Tour of the Sweet Briar Campus Now Available
www.tusculum.sbc.edu/SweetBriarPlantation/ArchitecturalTour.shtml
For the 2009-2010 academic year Dr. Lynn Rainville was a visiting fellow at a University of Virginia digital center, the
Sciences, Humanities and Arts Network of Technological Initiatives. Dedicated to promoting digital innovations in the
humanities, Rainville joined a cohort of UVa faculty and graduate students to learn a new program called Visual Eyes
(www.viseyes.org). Developed by Dr. Bill Ferster (Curry School of Education), VisEyes is a web-based authoring tool
that weaves images, maps, charts, video and data into highly interactive and compelling dynamic visualizations.
Rainville learned the program and used it to develop a web-based tour of Sweet Briar's historic campus. Focusing on
the Ralph Cram architecture, the site guides the user through pilasters, ionic columns, and keystones.
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Slave Cemetery to Receive New Interpretive Sign
At the request of Sweet Briar College President Jo Ellen Parker, Rainville began designing
a sign to explain the history and appearance of the antebellum African-American cemetery
at Sweet Briar. The cemetery contains at least 60 graves, most marked with hand-carved
fieldstones. None of the stones are inscribed so we cannot assign specific names to these
individuals. But historic research suggests that members of the African-American Fletcher
family as well as other formerly enslaved individuals were laid to rest here prior to
emancipation. Creative Writing Professors John and Carrie Brown helped compose the
words for the new sign, which will be illustrated by a map. Graphic designer Catherine
Bost will assist in the design and we will plan a ceremony around its installation in the fall
when the students return. In addition, this fall the slave cemetery will be included in the
honorific events surrounding Founders' Day. Right: two stones in the cemetery.

Work on Slave Cabin Under Way to Better Reflect its Past
The director of the Sweet Briar Museum, Carr, and Rainville are working on a more accurate interpretation of the
slave cabin behind Sweet Briar House. Based on nail types, the stone foundation, and the style of the building,
architectural historians date the cabin to around the 1840s. Originally it was one of several cabins in the area. The
boxwood hedges surrounding part of the cabin today are modern,
but their earlier predecessors were probably planted to provide more
privacy for the "big house" (note the historic postcard from the Sweet
Briar Archives at left illustrating such a placement). For many years
the cabin was used as a "Farm Tool Museum." But efforts are under
way to reinterpret the structure, which may have been home to as
many as a dozen individuals, most likely a family enslaved by the
Fletchers. Over the next year we will be meeting with experts on and
off campus to decide the next steps for this historic structure.

Update on Reconstructing the House
Currently we are working toward raising $2 million to reconstruct
Tusculum on the Sweet Briar campus. At right is an artist's
interpretation of the building at its new site, including a modern "out
building" to house mechanicals and an innovative "solar lab."
If you are interested in helping us reconstruct Tusculum or in
supporting our ongoing programming efforts, please contact Heidi
McCrory, vice president for development, P.O. Box 1057, Sweet Briar
College, Sweet Briar, VA 24595. E-mail: hmccrory@sbc.edu, phone:
434.381.6164.
Watercolor drawing courtesy of Craddock Cunningham Architectural Partners, Lynchburg, VA.

About Tusculum Institute
Tusculum Institute is a historic preservation resource center on the campus of Sweet Briar College providing education and
outreach to students, faculty, and the wider community and region. Using the rich historic and intellectual resources of the
College, working in partnership with the Department of Historic Resources and other agencies, the Institute supports the
preservation of the region’s historic assets in a context of environmental stewardship and promotes the use of Virginia's historic
legacy as a learning resource. The institute is working with a range of academic disciplines to deepen our understanding of
Virginia's historic places.

