July 2010 Volume 1, Issue 4

Director:
Lynn Rainville, Ph.D.
Tel: 434.381.6432
E-mail:
lrainville@sbc.edu

Visit us online:
www.tusculum.sbc.edu

Annual Teaching with Historic Places Conference a Success
In June the Tusculum Institute hosted a conference
aimed at teachers and educators, providing them with
architectural, historic, and archaeological information
about local history topics. This year's theme was
Virginia Indians. Two of our speakers, Karenne Wood
(Virginia Foundation for the Humanities) and Victoria
Ferguson (Natural
Bridge), were from the
Monacan Nation and
spoke about the history
and cultural traditions of
this Piedmont tribe. The state archaeologist, Mike
Barber (Department of Historic Resources), gave
an overview of several thousand years of Native
American artifacts in Virginia. Architectural
historian, Marc Wagner (DHR), led the group on a tour of Sweet Briar's historic
Ralph Cram-designed buildings and Dee DeRoche (DHR) provided teachers
with online resources. Photos from left: Marc Wagner leading a tour of campus;
Reproductions of traditional tools used by the Monacans.
www.tusculum.sbc.edu/TeachingHistoricPlaces_2010.shtml

Please support our
restoration of historic
Tusculum.

Visit the
Tusculum website
to view historic
postcards of the
Sweet Briar
campus

DHR Offers Resources for Teaching Indian History in Virginia
The Virginia Department of Historic Resources hosts a
website with links to resources for teachers. The website
also contains an interactive lesson on John White's early
17th-century paintings of Native American life and an
historic overview of 17,000 years of their culture in Virginia.
Teachers can also request to borrow a "Native American
Archaeological Resources Kit" that contains artifact
replicas, maps, books, and videos. If you are in Richmond,
stop by the Virginia Historical Society to view DHR's exhibit
titled "Solving History's Mysteries." A free booklet,
"Teacher's Guide and Activity Book for Solving History's
Mysteries" can be used in conjunction with a visit to the
exhibit or as a source of SOL-based classroom activities. The DHR website
listed below contains links to other useful sites.
www.dhr.virginia.gov/arch_DHR/archaeo_teach.htm
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Tusculum Institute Receives Two Matching Grants
Tusculum Institute has recently received two
grants from private foundations. The first, in the
amount of $200,000, comes from The Cabell
Foundation. The successful proposal requested
funds to help rebuild Tusculum. The rebuilt
structure will become a permanent, multi-use
resource for the campus, providing space for
classrooms and meetings, housing a historic
preservation institute, and fulfilling other needs of

the College.
More recently we received a $25,000 matching
grant from The Roller-Bottimore Foundation. We
will use these two grants and their matching funds
to rebuild Tusculum in a manner that respects and
preserves its historic integrity while simultaneously
making it suitable for modern usage through the
addition of HVAC, plumbing and electrical
systems, etc. We are now on a tight deadline to
raise the matching funds (by June 30, 2011, and
December 15, 2010, respectively).
To qualify to receive these funds, we must locate
private funding to match these generous grants.
Gifts of any size to support the $3 million
Tusculum Fund ($2 million to reconstruct the
building and $1 million to create an endowment
fund for the annual operating budget) will be
gratefully received. Please turn to the last page of
this newsletter for contact information.

Sweet Briar Slave Cemetery gets New Interpretive Sign
As reported in last quarter's
newsletter, the Tusculum Institute,
along with Sweet Briar faculty and
staff, have been working on a new
sign to erect at the antebellum burial
ground. This sacred site contains the
remains of several dozen enslaved
African Americans who lived and
worked at the Sweet Briar Plantation.
The sign will be unveiled during this
year's Founders' Day celebrations
(Homecoming Weekend). The
ceremony will occur on Sept. 25th
between 2:45 and 3:15 in a procession
led by the College chaplain, Adam
White. Prior to the procession, from
1:30 to 2:15, Dr. Lynn Rainville will
give a lecture titled "African-American
Founders and Slave Graveyards on
Campus" at the Sweet Briar
Boathouse. Dr. Rainville will also
speak during convocation on Sept.
26th at 3pm in Babcock Auditorium.
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Amherst Architectural Survey Wraps Up Year of Documenting
Over the past year the Tusculum Institute helped administer funds from the county of Amherst and the DHR to
support a year long survey of historic properties within the county. The Antiquaries, a local firm, was hired to direct
the survey. They have completed their work and photographed hundreds of structures never before documented.
Results of their survey will be posted on the Tusculum Institute website over the next six months.

Upcoming Public Presentations
The Tusculum Institute regularly presents papers at local and national conferences. Our fall calendar includes talks
about our highly successful "Preservation Toolkit" and on African-American history at Sweet Briar.
Sept. 16: Sustainability Begins with Historic Preservation, Virginia Environmental Education, Montpelier, Va.
Sept. 21: Using the Online Preservation Toolkit, 11:00 a.m. at the Preservation Virginia Conference, Hampton, Va.
Sept. 25: African-American Founders at Sweet Briar, 1:30 p.m. at the Sweet Briar Boathouse.
Oct. 29: Online Preservation Toolkit Guides for Homeowners, National Trust Historic Preservation, Austin, Texas.

Update on Reconstruction
We are working toward raising $3 million to reconstruct Tusculum on
the Sweet Briar campus. At left is an artist's interpretation of the
building at its new site.
If you are interested in helping us reconstruct Tusculum or in supporting
our ongoing programming efforts, please contact Heidi Hansen
McCrory, vice president of alumnae and development, P.O. Box 1057,
Sweet Briar College, Sweet Briar, VA 24595. By e-mail at
hmccrory@sbc.edu or by at phone at (434) 381-6164.
Watercolor drawing above courtesy of Craddock Cunningham Architectural Partners, Lynchburg, Va.

About Tusculum Institute
Tusculum Institute is an historic preservation resource center on the campus of Sweet Briar College providing education and
outreach to students, faculty, and the wider community and region. Using the rich historic and intellectual resources of the
College and working in partnership with the Department of Historic Resources and other agencies, the Institute supports the
preservation of the region’s historic assets in a context of environmental stewardship and promotes the use of Virginia's historic
legacy as a learning resource. The Institute is working with a range of academic disciplines to deepen our understanding of
Virginia's historic places.

