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Valuing the Environmental Worth of Historic Buildings 
The Tusculum Institute and the Department of Historic Resources will host a 
lecture by noted preservationist and author Jean 
Carroon at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 29 in the 1948 
Theater at the Fitness and Athletics Center. She will 
speak on the need for a more environmentally 
sustainable built environment. 
Carroon’s recent book, Sustainable Preservation: 
Greening Existing Buildings, stresses the need to 
unite the social and cultural values of preservation 
with environmentalism. She will review current 
research assessing the environmental value of 
reusing buildings and new technologies that make it 
possible to improve the performance of all buildings regardless of age and style. 
Carroon is a fellow of the American Institute of Architects and a LEED 
Accredited Professional. She is a principal at Goody Clancy, a Boston-based 
design and planning firm, where her clients have included Harvard University, 
Trinity Church and the General Services Administration. She is currently working 
in Washington on the renovation of more than 50 historic buildings at St. 
Elizabeths’ West Campus for the Department of Homeland Security’s new 
headquarters. 

Students Visit Historic Sites in 
Charlottesville 
In October Assistant Professor Christian Carr, 
director of the arts management program and the 
Sweet Briar Museum, took 12 enthusiastic 
students in her first-year honors class on historic 
preservation on a study trip to Charlottesville. 

They met with SBC alumna Mandi Ponton ’05, a curator at Michie Tavern, and 
discussed for-profit preservation. Next they traveled up the mountain to 
Monticello, where they examined the service wing and ruins at Mulberry Row for 
commonalities between Jefferson’s “little mountain” and the antebellum Sweet 
Briar Plantation. This foray into historic preservation has yielded a crop of new 
enthusiasts. Lilian Tauber ’14 plans to participate in an archaeological field 
school at Montpelier this summer. Carr’s class, Historic Preservation in America, 
attracted students who plan to parlay their new-found knowledge in a number of 
ways, from renovating a historic house into a bed-and-breakfast to pursuing 
graduate study to a summer internship at the American Institute of Architects. 
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Author of “Saving Monticello” to Speak on Campus in April 
 

 
Join us to hear how a controversial sailor, 
celebrated for his successful campaign to ban 
flogging in the U.S. Navy, purchased Thomas 
Jefferson’s Monticello after his death and 
committed his considerable resources to 
preserving the deteriorating estate.  
 
Journalist, historian and author Marc Leepson will 
present a lively talk on the history of Monticello at 
6 p.m. April 5 in Josey Dining Room at Prothro. 
The talk will focus on the role of the Levy family — 

U.S. Navy Commodore Uriah P. Levy and his 
nephew Jefferson M. Levy — who owned the 
house for 89 years and saved it from ruin on two 
different occasions. A book signing will follow the 
talk.

Students Research the Local Past 
This spring five Sweet Briar students are 
researching local history, with the goal of posting 
the results online.  Ebie Baker ’11 is scanning 
photographs of African Americans in the Sweet 
Briar archives; Anna Richards ’14 and Wendi 
Harder ’11 are 
reading through old 
newspaper clippings 
to learn more about 
Sweet Briar’s role in 

the local community; Megan Salazar ‘14 is transcribing historic marriage 
records; and Maryam Rasoulim ’14 is compiling an index of 1870 Amherst 
census records. 
Efforts are ongoing to create searchable databases to store this transcribed 
and scanned information. This will enable Sweet Briar alumnae to help 
identify and categorize the information. For example, we hope to get help in identifying the woman in this 
recently scanned 1970s photograph.
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Tusculum Raises $50,000 for the Historic Reconstruction 
On June 15, 2010 Sweet Briar College was awarded a one-for-one challenge grant of $25,000 from the 
Roller-Bottimore Foundation to rebuild Tusculum, the home of Indiana Fletcher Williams’ mother, Maria 

Crawford Fletcher. The Roller-Bottimore Foundation is a 
charitable foundation established by Mrs. Elizabeth Roller 
Bottimore. In December, the Sweet Briar Office of Development 
announced that it had successfully matched the grant, raising an 
additional $25,000. 
 
The wooden structure was dismantled and stored on campus in 
2006. The money will be used this spring to repair and preserve 
the materials, while Sweet Briar and the Tusculum Institute 
complete an ambitious plan to raise $3 million to reconstruct the 
house and establish an endowment to run the Institute. Keep 
reading for information on our next fund-raising goal. 

Our next challenge: matching the Cabell Foundation Grant 
In May 2010, Sweet Briar received a second challenge grant, this time from the Richmond-based, Robert 
G. Cabell III and Maude Morgan Cabell Foundation to support the reconstruction of historic Tusculum to 
serve as a multi-purpose classroom space and home to the Tusculum Institute. The generous $200,000 
grant must be matched by June 30, 2011.  
Please let us know if you are able to make a donation before June when your dollars can be matched 1:1. 
Contact information is provided below. 

 

 

Upcoming Events (more information at www.tusculum.sbc.edu)  
Spring term: View “Sweet Briar Unbuilt,” exhibiting Ralph Cram’s architectural plans for our historic campus, through 
March 27 in Benedict Gallery. An example of his plan for the Sweet Briar Library is seen above. 
March 25: Semi-annual Tusculum Institute Advisory Board Meeting. 
March 29: Author Jean Carroon speaks on environmentally sustainable historic preservation and her recent book, 
“Sustainable Preservation: Greening Existing Buildings” 
April 5: Author Marc Leepson discusses his book, “Saving Monticello” 
April 29: Realtors Workshop for Showcasing Historic Homes 
June 11: Annual Teaching with Historic Places Conference on the Civil War Home Front in Virginia 

About Tusculum Institute 
Tusculum Institute is a historic preservation resource center on the campus of Sweet Briar College providing 
education and outreach to students, faculty, and the wider community and region. Using the rich historic and 
intellectual resources of the College and working in partnership with the Department of Historic Resources and other 
agencies, the Institute supports the preservation of the region’s historic assets in a context of environmental 
stewardship and promotes the use of Virginia's historic legacy as a learning resource. If you are interested in 
helping us reconstruct Tusculum or in supporting our ongoing programming efforts, please contact Heidi Hansen 
McCrory, vice president of alumnae and development, P.O. Box 1057, Sweet Briar College, Sweet Briar, VA 24595. 
E-mail her at hmccrory@sbc.edu or call (434) 381-6164. 


