
Director: 
Lynn Rainville, Ph.D. 

 

Tel: 434.381.6432 
E-mail: 
lrainville@sbc.edu 

 

 

Visit us online: 
www.tusculum.sbc.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date: our 
fourth annual Teaching 
With Historic Places 
workshop will be held 
June 9 on the Sweet 
Briar campus. 

Tusculum Institute Sponsors Talks and Workshops 

The Tusculum Institute’s mission is to provide historic preservation training, education 
and outreach to both Sweet Briar College and the wider community. To accomplish this, 
the Institute sponsors lectures, workshops, exhibits, walking tours and online initiatives. 
This spring’s calendar featured all of these activities.  

In March, architectural historian Calder Loth, who recently retired from the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources, gave a fact-filled lecture (with more than 100 slides!) 
on Palladio’s influence on American architecture. His illustrations included several 
Palladian windows on Sweet Briar’s campus. His talk was streamed live on the Internet. 

The Sweet Briar College Museum has 
unveiled two exhibits this spring. First, 
“Tusculum: History of a House,” was 
curated by Ann Roach ’13 and Nancy 
McDearmon. It will be displayed at the 
museum through March 2013. If you are 
unable to visit in person, view our online 
photo album of the items in the exhibit on 
the Institute’s Facebook page. Second, 
Dr. Karol Lawson and Nancy 
McDearmon selected some of their 
favorite artifacts from the College’s past 
and installed “Everyday History: 

Historical Artifacts from the Sweet Briar Collection” in the Benedict Gallery. 

Tusculum Institute director Lynn Rainville led a tour of the Sweet Briar slave cabin for 
the 26th annual Amherst Arts Day, when fourth- and fifth-graders visited campus for the 
morning. Rainville also presented papers on historic databases and the use of social 
media to disseminate historic information at the Virginia Association of Museums Annual 
Conference and the Virginia Forum. 
 
This summer we will host two workshops: the annual Teaching with Historic Places 
symposia for K-12 teachers (this year’s theme is the socio-intellectual context of the War 
of 1812) and one for Virginia historical societies to provide resources for local sites. 

Pictured above: Artifacts from the “History of a House” exhibit. 
Pictured below: Photos of the Virginia Forum are on the Tusculum Institute Facebook Page. 
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Rainville Wraps Up Digital NEH Grant to Study Enslaved Families 

In 2010 Rainville was awarded a Digital Start-Up grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to study the 
feasibility of creating an online database to track the descendants of enslaved individuals and their families. Working 
with a group of local scholars, the Central Virginia History Researchers (www.centralvirginiahistory.org), Rainville and 
her colleagues transcribed genealogical records from Albemarle County and worked with database designers to make 
the records searchable. More 
importantly, the database allows 
researchers and family members to 
connect enslaved individuals (who often 
lacked recorded surnames) to 
postbellum people and their families. 
This project is tied to Rainville’s efforts to 
research the descendants of the 
enslaved community at Sweet Briar. 

Pictured at right: A screenshot of the new 
database and hypothesis testing to locate 
formerly enslaved individuals in the 1870 
Federal Census. Visit the url discussed 
above to access the site. 

Research and Restoration of Tusculum Materials is Ongoing 
Jon Cesafsky and his crew from LoneJack Construction are finishing restoration of several architectural elements from 
Tusculum. A generous grant from William and Sherrie McLeRoy and their Community Foundation of North Texas last 
fall enabled the Institute to restore a mantel from one of Tusculum’s parlors. It is showcased in the yearlong exhibit, 
“History of a House,” at the Sweet Briar Museum. 

Sweet Briar students continue to research archival sources that 
document local history, from historic newspapers to 
federal census returns and from old photographs to 
the architectural fabric of the house. Honors Pannell 
Scholar Megan Salazar ’14 (pictured at right), 
delved into the College archives to study materials 
related to Indiana Fletcher Williams. The results of 
Salazar’s research — a finding aid for the personal 
correspondence of Miss Indie —were shared at the 
annual Pannell Scholars presentations. 

Two local history-related courses were taught this term, Professor Lynn 
Laufenberg’s history course “Building the Past” and Professor Rebecca 
Ambers’ honors environmental studies class titled “People and the 
American Landscape.” A related course is Professor Tracy Hamilton’s 
“The Land as Art” class, which saw students constructing a serpentine 
mound near the butterfly bush. These classes included visits to local 
sites, interviews with former staff members to record information about 
Sweet Briar lands, and hands-on opportunities to build models of the 
past, literally and figuratively. 

Pictured at left: Restored mantel from the Tusculum House. 
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Tusculum Institute Receives Grants 
Cynthia Wilson Ottaway ’57 has committed $500,000, to be apportioned over the next decade, to establish the 
Ottaway Endowed Fund in support of the Tusculum Institute. Annual 
contributions will be split between programming costs and building an 
endowment to fund Tusculum’s core mission of historic preservation and 
education over the long term. This generous gift will enable the Institute to 
sponsor workshops, conferences, lectures, and research into local history 
and disseminate this information to a wide audience. Pictured at right and 
at the bottom of the page: Tusculum watercolor by Amelia M. Watson 
(1856-1934), courtesy of Beth Anke (a descendant of John Jay Williams).  

In April the Institute received a $4,500 grant from the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities to interpret the history 
of the on-campus slave cabin. Originally built in the 1840s, the cabin was one of nine that originally stood behind 
Sweet Briar House. After the College was founded, Mr. Sterling Jones (1876-1959) lived in the cabin with his 
second wife, Aurelia, and several of their children. After they moved to Coolwell in the 1920s, the structure was 
used as a theater, coffee house, chapel and even the Alumnae Office. In the 1980s it was converted to the Farm 
Tool Museum. The VFH grant will allow Tusculum to work with academic and local experts to decide how best to 
interpret the diverse history of the building and its history within the socio-historical context of the Sweet Briar 
Plantation. Pictured below (L to R): cabin (1913); cabin (2003); interior cabin (2012); Rainville leading a tour for 
Arts Day, students are from Amherst Elementary (2012) (photo courtesy of Sheila Alexander). 
 

      
 

        
About Tusculum Institute 

Tusculum Institute is an historic preservation resource center at Sweet Briar 
College providing education and outreach to students, faculty, and the wider 
community and region. Using the rich historic and intellectual resources of the 
College and working in partnership with the Department of Historic Resources, 
the Institute supports the preservation of the region’s historic assets in a 
context of environmental stewardship and promotes the use of Virginia’s 
historic legacy as a learning resource. If you wish to support us, please contact 
our development office: hmccrory@sbc.edu, or call (434) 381-6164. 


